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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 
Why should the cruelties and miseries which the | 
Heathen and Idolatrous nations practice, be any more 
absurd, than the dactrine of eternal misery ? 


It is often stated and reiterated by the believers in 





eternal misery, in their publications, what shocking | 
and monstrous cruelties are practiced and variously | 
exhibited among the Pagan, or Heathen nations. If | 
we ask those who thus believe, what is the cause of | 
such conduct—why, ¢ is for want of christian knowl- 

edge. Ifthe heathen only had true spiritual know!l- 
edge, itis contended, they would abolish at once 
their idols and their cruelties. It is true that this 
ought to be the natural tendency of knowledge— 
but, we would ask such, how does this 7dea comport 
with the doctrine of eternal misery ? Is this doctrine 
any better calculated than the heathen crueltics to 
Why do not the 


heathen grow more moral and more civilized ? We | 


make people wiser or more holy ? 


should imagine that they might, if erve/ty would do 
it. The fact is, cruelty may exist and predominate 
in the minds of the Heathens, and among all the su- 
perstitious and bigoted people in this world; but, 
to attribute cruelty and misery to all eternity, to an 
all-wise and infinitely supreme Being, on creatures of 
his own make, is too presumptuous and audacious 
even to enter any human and intelligent mind ! 

It is unaccountably strange that so great exertions 
should be made by the Missionaries. to reform the 
Heathen, and endeavour toenlighten them in divine 
knowledge to such a degree as to have every species 
of religious cruelty abolished—and yet believe and 
teach so strenuously that a God of infinite wisdom, 
power and love, has madea place of eternal misery ! 
—this is cruelty filled with vindictive wrath and in- 
dignation to the greatest extent. Such an idea as 
this, to charge to our Heavenly Father, ‘‘the Father 
of all spirits,” surpasses any thing that can be named 
onearth. St. James declares, “ But the tongue can 
ho man tame, it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poi- 
son.” This verse we know applies exclusively to 
the character of man—but if the doctrine of eternal 
misery be true, then, it will apply to the Deity with 
the same propriety : for if he permit eternal punish- 
ment, he must be, in some measure, “full of deadly 
poison ;” or else, he would reform his children which 
he has brought into existence ; as he only has power 
to effect a change as well.as to ereate! The next 
Succeeding’ verse to the above mentioned, says, 


| himself? 





~“Therewith bless we God,” .i.-e..with the tongue, 


“even the Father ; and therewith curse we men, which 
are made after the similitude of God. Out of the 
same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be.” It is, 
we know, the natural disposition of man, as it may 
suit his interest, to bless and curse—and there is no 
class of people who bless and curse more, as the 


| case may be, than the preachers of eternal damnation 


do. All those who may adopt and subscribe to their 
creed, they are sure to b/ess—but those poor deluded 
mortals, who were made by the same God, and have, 
no doubt, an equal portion of mental endowments 
with others, such as the Universalists, Unitarians, &c: 
&e. are sure to be cursed—so they bless and curse. 


But would to God, they remembered the words of 


| 
t 





} 
' 





bear olive berries? either a vine, figs’ so can no 
fountain both yield salt water and fresh.” If God be 
an infinite Being, possessing goodness and mercy, 
how canhe be capable of infinite cruelty and injus- 
tice ? this would, completely, make him “ bring forth 
from the same fountain both salt water and fresh.’ 
The Missionaries who believe in eternal misery 
ought to think more on what such a belief is predi- 
cated or proved, before entreating and laboring so hard 
to make people sensible of the cruelties of the heathen, 
in order to extort money from us. Why say one word 


'about the cruelties of the heathen, when the very 


same God they pretend to adore and worship is fill- 
ed with infinitely more vindictive wrath—as far as 


| infinite is above finite ' If the heathen are not saved 


James, who says, “ My brethren, these things ought | 


not so to be.”” James did not approve of this double 
maneuvring, blessing and cursing: but says, * Doth 
a fountain send forth a/ /ke same place sweet water 


and bitter ?”? 


Who can doubt a moment, but what the cruelties | 


of the Heathen originate from ignorance. 
as they are taught and educated—they are not cul- 


| pable, in a moral sense, under those circumstances, 


for their conduct. ‘They are sincere, as far as they 
know, and esteem highly their religion, as appears 
from divers accounts which we have from travellers. 
But can we impute the doctrine of elernal misery to 
Was our Heavenly Father ever ignor- 
Can that 


ignorance ? 
ant of the final destinies of his children ? 


Being who denies in his word the possibility of a 


“fountain sending from the same place sweet water 
and bitter,” be guilty of allowing or doing and carry- 
ing into effect one of the most awful and inhuman 
acts that can be mvented by the oreaT suPREME 
This is utterly impossible ! Ifthe heathen, 
through ignorance, practice their cruclties, and sac- 
rifice their race at the shrine of Juggernaut, and per- 
mit live bodies to hang suspended ‘ on an iron hook” 
in excruciating tortures, and give up their bodies to 
be burned, and suffer immolation ; for such conduct 
as this, let the only excuse be ignorance ; ignorance 
only which can infatuate mortals to such deeds—but 
never let any human heart, who has any realizing 
sense of an Almighty God, ever attribute to dim, an 
everlasting cruelty, which is enough to make the 
earth open, the heavens melt, angels weep, Mahomet- 
ans mourn, Hindoos shudder, and Bramins trenible / / 
Who can even think seriously that a God of infinite 
mercy and goodness, can suffer or permit ‘such un- 
hallowed conduct to exist in a world of immortal 
spirits? How can God, we would ask, blame the 
heathen for their cruelties in this world, if he do al- 
low such, and infinitely worse ones, in the future 
state ? Would any one suppose that there was a per- 
son on earth, if he possessed adequate knowledge and 


They do | 





in a future state, their situation in this life is far more 
preferable. If God do consign a certain portion of 
the great family of Christendom, and ali the hea- 
then who do not believe, to eternal woe ; what ef- 


| fect can the preached gospel ever have upon’such 


reprobates !! God will not alter his deeree and save 
those whom he determined from eternity should be 
finally miserable ! And it is as true, that he will as- 
suredly save those who are elected. Tt is not expect- 


ed that the Missionaries, however numerous and 





} 


faithful, can ever change the original plan of the 
supreme Jehovah ! 

We call the heathen ignorant and superstitious, 
as not conducting agreeably to the word of God.— 
But they are attached to their religion and tenacious 
in following their peculiar customs and habits—and 
in consequence of the education they receive and 
conceive to be correct, so they practice and mix in 
their peculiar habits of worship many cruelties and 
But why should the advocates of 
eternal misery be so concerned about these cruel na- 
tions, and try to enlighten them in another religion, 
more than one hundred fold as cruel! Is it not in- 
consistent with the idea of the power and goodness of 
God, with his infinite knowledge, to permit such cru- 
elty as eternal torments in a future world ? We could 
make God a more consistent being on any other 
ground or principle, than on the, Calvinistic -faith.— 
The doctrine of Calvinism far exceeds any other 
system on earth for cruelty and inconsistency, and as 
much more derogatory to the éfinite perfections of 
a Hoxy Gop, as can be imagined by man, or found 
in the whole compass of history from the creation to 
the present time ! RB. €****, 

Middleboro’, Feb. 4, 1825. 


inhuman deeds. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. Eptror, 

I regret that I must once more make a demand on 
your patience ; but, from the goodness which you 
hove hitherto shown, I am encouraged to pursue my 


power, would resort to cruelty asa proper means of | object. 


reformation 2? No. On this point, we would ask in 


You inform me in your last reply, that Dr. Ed- 


scripture language—* Can the fig tree, my brethren, |.wards’ interpretation of Rev. v. 13, “carries with -it 
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its own refutation, when compared with the language 
used in that chapter.” This, my dear Sir, is the 
point in question ; and I should have been extreme- 
ly pleased, had you been good enough to have 
pointed out the particulars wherein it is mconsistent 
with the language of the chapter. We shall expect 
to be favoured with this attempt in your next com- 
munication. The Doctor, however, was of a differ- 
ent opinion. He supposed that the first eight verses 
of the chapter carry us back to the supposed period 
when Christ undertook the great work of redemption. 
And upon this the whole creation is represented as 
bursting into a song of praise to Ged and the Lamb, 
in view of the wonderful and glorious work which 
the Redeemer had undertaken. Though the work 
of redemption was not then actually performed, still 
the scheme being revealed, and the work being en- 
gaged by the Son of God, there was abundant cause 
for joy and praise, in view of the sublime and glo- 
rious enterprise which was proposed and engaged. 
But you insist that the 5th verse represents the 
whole work as being already accomplished. You tell 
me that my construction of this verse is forced and 
unauthorized by the original. As to its being un- 


authorized by the original, I must necessarily wait- 


for further explanation. 

You seem to use a little play about my under- 
standing of the word prevailed, in this verse, and ask 
—*“ What is said in verse 5th about Christ’s ob/aining 
the privilege to open the book and the seals?” You 
will permit me to say that I consider this evasive and 
trifling. The mode of expression which I used, was 
explanatory of the sense which I supposed was con- 
veyed by the word prevailed in this verse. This 
word, as used in this verse, as I apprehend, takes the 
sense of power or influence ; i. e. that Christ had ob- 


tained the power or influence from God to open the | 


book, or to redeem mankind. That this is all which 
is conveyed by the phrase “ hath prevailed,” in verse 
5th, I think is evident from the connexion. On the 
very occasion in which it was said that Christ had 
prevailed to open the book, it is said, “ And he 
came and took the book out of the right hand of 
him that sat upon the throne. And when he had 
taken the book,” the living creatures and twenty- 
four elders commenced their song. However this 
language may appear to you, itis very clearto me 
that this song was commenced on the instance of 
Christ’s taking the book, and before he had proceed- 
ed to open it. 

You conclude by calling on me to “ show that 
there is any material error in the translation in the 
verse on which I found my objection,” or offer any 
essential objection to your interpretation. The first 
part of this I am ata loss to understand; for I never 
intimated that there was any error in the translation 
of any part of the chapter. Neither do I know what 
verse you refer to, on which I have founded an ob- 
jection, or that I have founded an oljection on any 
verse. As to any essential errour in your interpre- 
tation, the sequel of our correspondence must de- 
termine. 

If you can make it appear, that Dr. Edwards’ in 
terpretation is inconsistent with the language of the 
chapter, or that the Revelation in the chapter under 








consideration represents the seals of the book to be 
actually opened, when the beasts and the elders be- 
gan to. sing, then you will have decided the main 
point at issue: And from the application which you 
have already bestowed upon the subject, I cannot 
but entertain a hope that you will finally succeed. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 


EXPOSITION. 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 114.) 


In the farther compliance with the request of an | 


“ Inquirer after truth,’ we are led to some remarks | 
upon I. Thess. iv. 14, 15, 16, 17. “ For if we believe 
that Jesus died, and rose again, even so them also | 
which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For | 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that | 
we which are alive and remain unto the coming of | 
the Lord, shall not prevent them which are asleep. | 
For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with 


a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with | 


the trump of God : and the dead in Christ shall rise | 
first. 
caught up together with him in the clouds to mect |! 
the Lord in the air : 


the Lord.” 


} 
The preceding part of this chapter contains some | 


directions to the church of Thessalonica, concerning 
their moral duties, such as honesty, and the practice 


of benevolence. Inthe 13th verse, 


fortify the minds of his brethren against the excess | 


of grief for the loss of earthly friends, and offers as : 

reason, the sublime hope which the gospel inspires 
of a certain resurrection. 
upon the fact, that Christ had risen from the dead.— 
It may be well to mark the expressions here used : 
For after noticing the resurrection of Christ as an 
article of their common faith, he 


him.” Now the mention of Christ’s resurrection, 


and the bringing of those who sleep in Jesus with | 
him, would clearly imply that the resurrection of | 


Christ, and the resurrection of those who sleep in 
him were simultaneous events : And were 
the history of facts and the plain testimony of other 
parts of scripture, such must have been the inevita- 
ble conclusion of the reader. But the truth, that 
Christ had risen from the dead, and that those which | 
slept in him, had not risen at the time this Epistle 
was written, is sufficient evidence that such was not 
his meaning. The bringing of them with Christ, 
appears to be a form of expression to denote that the 
same power that brought the Saviour again from the 
dead, should also be displayed in the resurrection of 
them that sleep in death, though it might transpire 
at a period far remote. 

The next thing which claims our notice is the second 
coming of the Lord (Christ,) and the time of the 
event. The expressions, ‘‘ we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord,” prove with 
sufficient clearness that St. Paul viewed it as an 
event which would take place in the life-time of the 
brethren to whom he wrote. This language, and 
this view of the subject, perfectly corresponds with 
the instructions of the Saviour upon this important 
point. See St, Matt. xvi, 27, 28, “For the Son of 


Then we which are alive and remain, shall be | 


and so shall we ever be with | 


| 
he labours to | 


This hope, he predicates | 


adds, “ even so, | 
them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with | 


it not for | 


—— 


man shall come inthe glory of his Father, with his 
angels ; and then he shali reward every man accord... 
ing to his works. Verily I say unto ‘you, there be 
some standing here, which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of man coming in his kingdom.” 
For further testimonies, limiting the time of Christ’s 
second advent to the age in which the apostles lived 
in the flesh, the reader is referred to No. 26, page 
102, of the TELEescore. 
It has already been noticed, that a resurrection, 
both of them that are asleep, and them that are 
awake, is spoken of by the apostle.. The question 
| here arises, was this a literal, or a figurative express- 
If the allusion be to a literal resurrection, then 
the resurrection of the primitive Saints is past. This, 
| however, is a position unsupported, either by the au- 
(thority of plain scripture, or the history of facts ; 
and rests entirely upon the equivocal meaning of an 
| insolated text, tortured to speak a language con- 
trary to the plain sense ofa cloud of scripture testi- 
‘monies, But if we understand this language as fig- 
_urative, it frees the writers of the New Testament 
| from the charge of contradiction. It was not till 
the second coming of Christ, and the destruction of 
| Jerusalem, that the primitive disciples and apostles 
of our Lord rose to honour and authority in the tes- 
| timony of divine truth which they bore. In this tes- 
| mony they were seen by both Jew. and Gentile, 
and are honoured in scripture as the joint inheritors 
| of the glory of Christ. 





ion, 


The apostle speaks of this resurrection as the por- 
_ tion of believers only : but in I. Cor. xv. chap. he 
speaks of the resurrection of the whole family of 
man, to glory and immortality. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


he ——— 
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ADDRESS TO THE DEITY. 


' Father of love, thy pow’r impart, 
in pity to my soul ; 

Let grace inspire a tender heart, 

| And all my thoughts control. 


| While thro’ the paths of life roam, 
Let wisdom be my guide ; 

| Nor suffer aught beneath thy throne, 

| To turn my steps aside. 


In youth, in manhood, and in age, 
Thy precepts let me hear ; 

And from thy truth’s instructive page, 
Inspire my heart with fear. 


In all the duties of the day, 
May I pursue thy praise ; 

Nor wander from that perfect way 
Which heav’nly grace displays. 


Should troubles rise and vex my soul, 
Or fill my heart with pain ; 

Beneath the gospel’s sweet control, 
P’ll break the monster’s chain, 


And soar on wings of faith sublime, 
To reach the blissful seat, 
Where grace and love with radiance shine, 





In pure effulgence meet, 
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There at thy shelt’ring throne Pll stan 
And all thy love admire ; 
Safe in Immanuel’s pow’rful hand, 








Warm’d wtih devotion’s fire. D. 
SELECTIONS. 








FROM THE RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


FRIENDLY LETTERS TO A BAPTIST. 
LETTER 4. 


written the foregoing, supposing that I should con- 
vince you of the error which I think you have con- 
tracted. You have the Bible—you are master of 
most of the arguments which have been used on both 
sides. ‘But does this bring you nearer to the mercy 
seat of God—does this give you joy and- peace in 
the Holy Ghost ? No—nothing short of the commun- 
ion of our spirits with our Maker, can shed that peace 
and joy in the heart. Think of these things—the 
cause of God will prosper.” 


Whatever you may have supposed would be the | 


effect of your epistle, you evidently intended that 
it should effect, in some degree, a reformation from 
what you term an erroneous faith. 
tions are thankfully acknowledged, and _ that they 
have had-some effect, is obvious from the present 
correspondence. 
iting arguments militating against the doctrine: of 
Universal grace, I should examine them with care, 
and weigh their value with the most scrupulous ex- 


actitude. Having however appealed to the Bible, 


and to my acknowledged use of it, and my acquaint- | 


ance with the various arguments in the premises, ] 
shall examine with all my powers, and search for 
the truth as for hidden treasure. Should my efforts 
be crowned with success, it is at least possible, that 
both of us may receive benefit from the investiga- 
uion. 

The Bible being a large book, and containing a 
great variety of matter, on many subjects, it becomes 
us to be careful in “rightly dividing the word of 
truth,” that we may avoid the joining of those things 
which have in fact no connexion, and of sundering 
these which Goi hath joined together. With minds 
fully bent on discovering the truth, and that inde- 
pendence which will not shrink from its embrace, 
let us now commence searching the scriptures. 

The gospel which was preached to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, is defined by Paul to be justification 
through faith, and co-extensive with all nations, and 
families, and kindreds of the earth. As the great 
apostle thus settles the definition of the term gospel, 
let us be content therewith. If any other can give 
a better, we can neither regret the change, nor re- 
fuse its blessings. Should a gospel be proposed 
which is another, and fall short of the blessings here 
stated, let us inquire for its authority, even though 
“an angel from heaven” should proclaim it. This 
perfectly agrees with the testimony, that God’s ten- 


der mercies are over all his works. And it is be-. 


cause he is thus kind, and that he changes not, that 
we fully believe the statement, that all the ends of 
the world shall remembefand turn unto the Lord ; 


and that all.nations whom he hath made shall come 
and worship before him. Im accordance with this 
are the many declarations of Christ and his apostles, 
relative to the finally glorious destiny of man, and 
the consequent glory of God. 

Relative to the Old Testament writers, Peter has 
summed up the whole matter in few words, in testi- 
fying of the restitution of all things, as the burden of 
all * God’s holy prephets.’? People not sent of God, 





| testify to a very different doctrine. 


Your good inten- | 


In the New Tes- 


My Dear Siz,—I now come to the examination of | tament we find this doctrine confirmed in the most 


the following passage in your letter; “I have not |“ ~~ ar 
Moye. _Mnission was to give life to the world. His whole life | 


| testified to the benignity of his office, and his death | 


lucid manner. Christ declared that the object of his 





anointed of God to save his people from their sins, 
and that his object was to destroy the works of the 
devil, and yet that he should fail in his purpose for 
want of power. But your people have somehow 
obtained the idea, that Christ came to save us from 
the consequences of transgression, or the penalty of 
the law, and thus tacitly avow the dogma, that salva- 
tion is a work of injustice. Now if it really bear this 
character, we have no more ground of confidence in 
the flexible character of one being, than of another, 
and by the caprice of God, some or all may be saved 
or lost, and no rational conjecture can be entertained 
of the destiny of our race. In the way of this sys- 
tem, however, we find a declaration of the wise man 


manifested the truth and purity of his declarations. | to this effect—* The righteous shall be recompensed 


He went about doing good—he died blessing even | 
his enemies. Do these facts speak a doctrine differ- | 
ing from that which I profess, or from yours ? The | not, by what authority is it proved untrue? After al- 
scriptures furnish evidence in support of the com- | 
‘plete emancipation of the human family from the | 

thraldom of sin, in a multitude of places, and a vari- | 


come unto the knowledge of the truth. 


These declarations appear to me plain and unc- 


which gives the very reason of his name, Jesus, agree- 


ably to the declaration, he shall save his people from 


|theirsins. We need not inguire—Who are his peo- 
ple ’.Ifthey be not sinners, the whole declaration is 


la nullity. 


It is also evident, that the will of God is 
|in direct accordance with his testimony. He will 
have all men tobe saved. It is in this way that the 


end meets the beginning, that the counsel of the 
Lord may stand, and that all the nations whom he 
hath made shall come and worship before him, and 
glorify his name. The testimony on this point is 
stronger than you imagine. In consequence of the 
obedience of Christ, ‘* God also hath highly exalted 
him.” And for what purpose ? The apostle distinct- 
ly gives it thus: “That iz the name of Jesus, every 
knee should bow, of dhings in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth ; and that every 
tongue should confess, that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” If we compare this 
with another declaration of the same apostle, the 
premises will be much strengthened, and we shall 
ascertain that we cannot glorify God in sin; and 


rified, for the offering of this spiritual worship.— 


God ; [by sin, certainly, yet what is the result 7} 
“Being susTiritzp rreELy by his grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” Now we are 
expressly informed, that no man can call Jesus Lord, 
but by the Holy Ghost. 


not, remove. Now it must seem, and indeed be a 
matter of utter astonishment, that Christ should be 








|ety of language. I shall notice afew passages. Be- | 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of | 
'the world. He is the propitiation for our sins, and | 
not for ours ony, but axso for the sins of the whole 
world. Who will have all men to be saved, and to | 
| principles. It is saying in fact, acquaint not thyself 
' with God, nor seek for information in the Bible. 


: : . | quivocal. John spoke of Christ as performing that” 
Had you stated some facts, exhib- | LUY°° ) poke of Carts pert wo 


that as all are thus to glorify him, they must be pu- | ance of that goodness. 


of the constant regard which every rational parent 
“For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 


in the earth, much more the wicked and the sinner.”? 
If this declaration be true, the matter is at rest, if 


lowing me more knowledge than I ever claimed, you 
inquire, Does this give you peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost ? You give an answer, rather precipit- 
ately—No. How you came to this conclusion from 
the premisses, is not my province to determine — It 
cannot certainly be a deduction founded on the data 
given, for it is not reasoning analogically, and is in 
diametrical opposition to your own conduct—to your 


Keep yourself ignorant, as you would retain your 
devotion. I answer your question thus: Having 
studied the volume of inspiration, and been well 
convinced of its agreement with the book of nature 
—I am perfectly satisfied with the government of 
our Heavenly parent, and therefore am in a state of 
reconciliation ; and, as was the case with the primi- 
tive disciples, I have entered into rest—into peace— 
into joy, by believing the same gospel. 

Hiow can you presume the circumstances, which 
you mention, to be a bar in the way of communion 
with your Maker’? The more intimate our knowl- 
edge, the more intimate will be our communion, if 
the scriptures give his true character. If we seek 
for his character in the traditions of men, the less we 
know of it the better, and the more consummate our 
ignorance, the greater will be our devotion. The 
faith with which I am blessed, is a constant, a never- 
failing source of consolation. I see God as the Fa- 
ther of the spirits of all flesh, as he is the former of 
their bodies ; and perceiving that his love is con- 
stantly employed in diffusing blessings, even. to the 
unthankful, I trust without doubting in the continu- 
As a father, I am persuaded 


has for his offspring. The transgressions of children 
may be visited with stripes, but the kindness is thus 


manifested, not forgotten. “ Also unto thee, O Lord, 
_belongeth mercy, for thou renderest to every man 
_according to his work.” This is scriptural—ration- 
al, To punish for any purpose short of a profitable 

Such however is the force of prejudices imbibed | result is cruelty, in any being, and is not imputed to 
in childhood, or under circumstances favourable to) 
their continuance, that sin is represented as an ob- | ion with God ? I answer—mutual love. Gop 18 LOVE. 
stacle which Almighty power, either will not, or can- | 


God, in the scriptures of truth. What is commun. 


He that loveth, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 
Love supposes confidence, without which there is no 
communion. We may commune at the celebration 








































































] 4 * 
s 9 
’ ; 
“4 
etre 
‘ i 
avd 
Si 4 
> 
fh Ae 
7 te 
(as 
f ‘3 4m 
boi 
fey 
ee 
7% | 
* 
+3 ; 
es 
EN, 
aed 
Rj: 

‘ 
od 
ag 
:5 
+ 

*, 
a 
ai 
g } it 
z me 
» 8 : 
4 39 
+ qe sig 
{ ; te 
ei 3 
Ff. . 
fh peg Bs 
by m3; 
? : 
it . 
rie 
‘oe 
2) Bee 
ih a 
ee ety 
: a4 hs rz 
Pees 
‘ 
' apes 
4 - | 
; ab 
: > a 
AS . 
= is 
-} am 
: “he 
’ 4 
ie. 
e 
hae 
. a 
. j 4 ; 
ts" 
{ 34 
4 iy +) 
. P 4 
et : ? 
WJ vl 
4 Ss xy : 
§ 7 f ; 
é. * ; 
: - Seer 
¥ Z , | 
. > 
? se 
H 
% ie ; 1 
ane t44 hy 
ae : 1§ 
eens 55 a 
eae 
ats . 
s “a4 ( iy 
ree 
é * 
ek Kee & 
ee tg 
Ly aA 4 nee, 
y eee 
oa 
ae 4 3 
4 13 : 
; ia 
7 ie 
as 
“om 
ae: 
tf 
ee” 
igs 
¢/ae 
aps! 
; aay 
ss amet 
Bt pat 
BA: MS 
ee 
F x 
: 4 > 
‘ 
: 





















“a ae Pir: . - veg caer: = ag ee 
—— _ dep: & at . — a -” ~ = = bea = = 
Peels. +S che umes Peak TR er = — eee StF em. 


2 


are 
Se tage’ 


a thins" Saige cham: 


















CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE 








, 
x; s< = - 
— 





of the Eucharist, outwardly, with mutual hatred and 
murder in the heart. “But. this is not that commun- 
ion of spirit, which, living in the understanding and 
the affections, shines through the eye fo the heart, 
and frem the heart. Nor can we have communion 
with God, ere we view him as the friend of. sinners 
—all sinners. When we perceive this love, and the 
understanding receives the testimony of scripture, 
relative to the great love wherewith he loves us, 
even though dead in trespasses, the haughty spirit of 
rebellion is broken—love is seen as omnipotent pow- 
er, and we are ready to exclaim— 

‘* O for this love let rocks in songs, 

Their lasting silence break ; 

And all harmonious human tongues, 

The Saviour’s praises speak.” 

You are aware that an apostle directs first of at, 
to make supplication, prayer, intercession, and giv- 
ing of thanks for al/ men. When this is done in faith, 
the soul holds communion with God. . Being persua- 





ded that this is agreeable to his will, we know it is | 


heard and accepted, and our hearts are drawn out in | 
| 
, | 
Whoever thus | 


love to those, who are the.subject of our petitions. 
if this be done without faith, it is sin. 
prays in word only, may say indeed, 
‘My words, fly up, my thoughts, remain below ; 
Words, without thoughts, never to heaven go.” 
' 


and am | 


| 


I do frequently ‘think of these things, 
fully persuaded, ‘the cause of God will prosper, I | 
see the light of heaven shedding its genial rays | 
through the hitherto waste wilderness of the human | 
mind. I see man, rising from the mental slumber of 
ages, and asserting his right of thought, his title to 
intellectual liberty, and his inalienable religious im- 
munities. I.see the brazen gates and the fetters of 
iron, broken before the all-conquering power of 
truth, and the walls of our spiritual teachers falling 
before the sound of the gospel trumpet. I observe 
with much satisfaction the Babel of modern teachers, 
whose walls are daubed with untempered mortar, 
already nodding to its fall ; and I am daily rejoicing 
at the victory of one over a thousand, and am thank- 
ful to see the truth of prophecy fulfilled, in two put- 
ting ten thousand to flight. 

Yes, I see, and rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory in the sight, that the toes of the image, 
made of heterogeneous articles, are crumbling and 
scattered before the steady march of truth. God is 
now giving his people pastors agreeable to -his will, 
who feed the people with knowledge and under- 
standing. The deaf begin to hear—the dead are 
raised—the blind are led by a way they did not know. 
Crooked ways are becoming straight, the glory of 
the Lord, which is his goodness, is revealed, and I 
&m consoled with the full belief of the rejoicing de- 
claration that all flesh shall see it roczTarr. 


Yours in gospel truth, MENTOR. 





A gentleman asked a country clergyman, the use 
of his pulpit for a young divine, a relation of his. 
“«] really do not Know,” said the clergyman, “how 
to refuse you, but ifthe young man should preach 
better than I, my congregation will be dissatisfied 
with me afterwards, and if he should preach worse, 
I don’t think he’s fit to preach at all.” 





RESIGNATION. 
“Thy Will be done.” —Brn1e. 


When sorrow ¢asts its shade around, 
And pleasure seems our course to shun, 
When nought, but grief and care is found, 
How sweet to say—‘ Thy will be done.’ 


When sickness lends its pallid hue, 
And every dream of bliss has flown, 
When quickly from the fading view 
Recede the joys that once were known, 
The soul resign’d will still rejoice, 
Though life’s last round is nearly run ; 
With humble faith and trembling voice, 
It whispers soft—* Thy will be done.’ 


When call’d to mourn the early doom 
Of one, affection held most dear, 
While o’er the closing silent temb 
The bleeding heart distills the tear ; 
Though love its tribute sad will pay, 
And earthly streams of solace shun, 
Still, still the humble soul will say, 
In lowly. dust—* Thywill be done.’ 


Whate’er, O Lord, thou hast design’d, 
To bring my soul to thee in trust— 
If mercies, or affiictions kind, 
For all thy dealings, Lord, are just— 
Take all, but grant, in goodness free, 
That love which ne’er thy stroke would shun ; 
Support this heart, and strenghen me 
To say in faith—* Thy will be done.’ 





SYMPATHY. 

It is a pure stream that swells the tide of sympathy : 
it is an excellent heart that interests itself in the feel- 
ings of others : it is a heaven-like disposition that en- 
gages the affections, and extorts a sympathetic tear 
for the misfortunes of a friend. Mankind are ever 
subject to ills, infirmities and disappointments. Evy- 
ery breast at some particular period, experiences sor- 
row and distress ; but sympathy is the balm that heals 
these wounds. 
friend can find another who will feelingly participate 


Ifa person who has lost a precious 


in his misfortunes, he is well nigh compensated for 
his Joss. 


ANGER AND PATIENCE. 

Nothing is so inconsistent with self-possession, as 
violent anger. It overpowers reason ; confounds our 
ideas ; distorts the appearance, and blackens the col- 
or of every object. By the storm, which it raises 
within, and by the mischiefs which it occasions with- 
out, it generally brings on the passionate and re- 
vengeful man greater misery than he can bring on 
his enemy. Patience allays this destructive tempest, 
by making room for the return of calm and sober 
thought. It suspends the blow, which sudden re- 
sentment was ready to inflict: It disposes us to at- 
tend to the alleviating circumstances, discovered in 
the midst of the wrongs we suppose ourselyes to 
have suffered, Hence, it naturally inclines us to the 
moderate and gentle side ; and, while it allows all 
proper measures to be taken, both for safety, and for 
just redress, it makes way for returning peace. 


Recipe for the conversion of the Jews.—First—Let 
Christians of all denominations understand their own 
principles. Second—Let them. bring these princi- 
ples to agree together. Thirdly—Let them act up- 
on these principles. And, finally, having agreed 
among themselves, they will then have some reason 
for attempting to impress the followers of Moses with 
the belief of the truth of their opinions. But, while 
they continue to believe the most revolting absurdi- 
ties, and are more zealous to condemn than to par- 
don those who differ from them in opinion, it is im- 
t possible they should make a real convert to their 


belief. They will find many to take their pence, 


| but more to laugh at them for their weakness. 


_ THE IRISHMAN. 
Rd 
OF Reply to “ A SUBSCRIBER,” in our next. 
or * AN INQUIRER?” is receivedy and wi'l-ap- 
pear in our next. 





MARRIED; 

In this town, on Sunday evening last, by Rey. Mr. 
Edes, Mr. Lloyd Shaw, to Miss Susan Snow Jenckes, 
daughter of Deacon John C, Jenckes. 

Mr. James Fisk, of Ellsworth, to Miss Mehitable 
Snow, of this town. 

On Monday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Wilson, Mr. 
Thomas Jefferson Stead, ta Miss Frances, Elizabeth 


Dyer, youngest daughter of Benjamin Dyer, Esq. all 





-" 


| of this town. 


| On Wednesday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Brown, 


Mr. John Branch, to Miss Maria Scoville, all of this 
town. 

In Pawtucket, by Rev. Mr. Green, Mr. James ’ 
Dole, to Miss Hannah Goff. 











DIED; 

In this town, 14th inst. Mrs. Lydia Henry, wife of 
Stephen Henry, Esq. in her 46th year. 

On the 17th inst.’ very suddenly, Miss Eliza Chand- 
ler, daughter of Mr, Stockbridge Chandler, aged 
about 16, 

On Tuesday last, William Lawrence, eldest. son 
of Mr. Samuel W. Wheeler, aged 5 years, 11 months 
and 22 days. 

Infinite wisdom ! boundless power ! 
Unchanging faithfulness and love ! 

Here will we'trust, while we adore, 
Nor from his refuge e’er remove. 











FANCY JOB PRINTING, 


cP Neatly executed at this Office, at short notice, 
and on favourable terms. 





‘or sale at this Office, and at 8. W. WHEELER’S 
Store, No. 1104, Westminster-Street, 
TWO DISCOURSES, in one pamphlet of 32 pages 
octavo, delivered by DAVID PICKERING, Price 
20 cents for the two. 


THE DISCUSSION. 

Complete sets of the Public Discussion, between 
Rey. Mr. M’Calla, a Presbyterian, and Rev. Mr. 
Kneeland, an Universalist, on the question, “ Is the 
punishment of the wicked absolutely eternal ? or is 
it only a temporal punishment in this world, for their 
good, and to be sueceeded by. eternal happiness af- 
ter death ?’—may be Waptninsterst to Samuel W. 








Wheeler, No. 1104, W nster-Street, or at this 
office. Price, bound in boards, $1 50. 




























































